
SHORT STORIES BY O’HENRY - A2 - ANSWER KEY 

 

Story One: The Last Leaf 

Activities 

A 
1. EASEL 2. PALETTE 3. LANTERN 4. STOOL 5. BROTH 6. CHOPS 
 
F N A J Z L M L I S V H I Y P  
Y V K J E E P X T W K F A P U  
P I O L G S V W I G F Z N L N  
I Y B D H A R A B O F W J H E  
E W C C C E J D V S G N W H T  
H T O R B W A M E C W R C V T  
Q R Y Y R W S R O D O N H Z E  
C C B J K V A I D I Y N O Z L  
V O T L O O T S J T U H P F A  
U W N K C U P B R U S N S B p  
L I G M R S E S D W C W Z O P  
Y P R V S U R D C H R D L F E  
N R E T N A L X J B U Q R X M  
F K Q O L P S T A S Z L O Q Y  
J P C Z K M V B P U L S N Q H  
 
B 
1. decay  2. cling     3. pos(e)      4. whisper  5. shar(e) 
6. attack   7.kneel  8. whistl(e) 9. examin(e) - patient 10. dream 
C 
1. f 2. h 3. b  4. a 5. g 6. d 7. e 8. c 
D 
1. F 2. F 3. T 4. T 5. T 6. F 7. T 8. F 
   

Story Two: The Christmas Presents 

Activities 

A 
1. h 2. c 3. f 4. a 5. I 6. g 7. b 8. d 9. e 10. j 
B 
1. furnished  2. prosperous  3. depressed  4. rare  5. fancy  
6. terrified 
C 
1. James Dillingham Young 2. twenty dollars 3. eight dollars a week 
4. one dollar and 87 cents 5. her long (wavy) hair 6. his gold pocket watch 
7. twenty dollars  8. a platinum chain for his pocket watch 
9. a set of fancy combs  10. on Christmas Eve



D
1. c  2. b  3. a  4. b   5. a

       

Story Three: Soapy’s Choice 

Activities 

A 
1. beating  2. brightly-lit  3. glowing  4. arresting  
5. judge  6. staring  7. cruise  8. club 
B 
Across 
1. bold 
4. smash 
5. drunken 

6. dine 
Down 
2. disappointed 
3. upset

C 
4 He ate a lot of food in a cheap restaurant. 
9 He stood before a church and thought about his past. 
7 He behaved strangely like a drunken man. 
8 He stole an umbrella in a shop. 
10 A policeman arrested him. 
1 He walked from Madison Square to Broadway.  
3 He smashed the window of a shop. 
5 The waiters gave him a beating on the sidewalk. 
6 He tried to annoy a nicely-dressed woman.  
2 He tried to eat an expensive restaurant.  
D
1. T 2. F 3. F 4. T 5. T 6. F 7. T 8. F 
 

Story Four: After Twenty Years 

Activities 

A 
1. (From) Chicago 2. A thousand miles 3. For his friend Jimmy 4. In New York 
5. At ten o’clock at night (on the same night) twenty years ago – at Big Joe’s Diner 
6. Police officer / Policeman 7. Jimmy 8. Jimmy 
B 
1. officer   2. farewell  3. fellow  4. appointment 
5. plain-clothes officer  6. unlit   7. now and then 8. at least 
9. alive    10. criminal 
C 
1. doorway  2. scar  3. glittering  4. lid  5. folding 
6. striking  7. puff  8. tearing down  9. hardware 10. arm in arm 
D 
1. make (earn) a lot of money / become rich / become successful 2. doorway – hardware 
3. struck – light  4. diamond  5. criminal  6. nose  7. arrest 
    

 



Story Five: A Walk in Amnesia 

Activities 

A 
1. Elwyn 2. Edward 3. Volney 4. Bolder 5. Pinkhammer  6. Marian 

Q  I  A  S  Q  R  H  O  S  Z  Y  W  G  P  P 
M  A  R  I  A  N  I  E  F  E  X  K  F  W  D 
F  M  L  N  B  D  D  B  N  M  E  A  Z  X  P 
F  K  D  Q  B  W  B  L T  G  D  L  E  R  Y 
Z  T  L  E  A  V  O  A  R  Y  M  C  H  Q  B 
R  Y  Q  R  K  V  N  Y  W  L  E  W  W  N  W 
M  E  D  K  A  Q  D  T  U  J  A  Z  S  W   Z 
X  P  N  J  X  H  O  B  R  V  V  E  B  Q  Q 
D  G  H  H  R  E  D  L  O  Z  N  U  A  F  D 
P  I  N  K  H  A  M  M  E  R  H  X  T  K  G 
T  D  O  Z  I  M  O  K  I  B  J  F  E  S  U 
R  E  D  L  O  B  B  N  B  Z  E  K  D  T  X 
D  L  V  A  C  X  K  S  F  K  Y  I  A  I  I 
Y  T  L  G  P  A  F  N  I  E  X  G  W  Q  N 
R  H  S  L  N  C  N  T  S  K  C  N  B  Q  A 
 
B 
1. bellboy 2. baggage 3. car (coach)  4. court case 5. nerves 6. bowing  
7. extending 8. sip        9. patting 10. straightening 
C 
1. missing 2. wandering  3. memory 4. tired of 5. fake  6. curable 
D 
1. on a train  2. working too hard  3. pharmacists   
4. pharmacist – Cornopolis    5. enjoyed 

 

    


